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veterans, including Shackleton, sailed on this expedition; and a
tenth who has since become famous was Captain (now Sk Hubert)
Wilkins, already an experienced polar explorer, who served as
naturalist. The Admiralty and Air Ministry lent scientific ap-
paratus. There were no forward hands and the forecastle was
utilized for a biological laboratory and geological workroom.
There had been thousands of applicants, as usual, for these
expeditions, and Shackleton took out two boy scouts. One of
them had to be sent back from Lisbon on account of seasickness,
while the other, James W. S. Marr of Aberdeen, has subsequently
become an experienced explorer. The change in the theatre of
operations from the Arctic to the Antarctic had left very little time
for preparation, if a whole season were not to be wasted. When
the Quest sailed from London on September iyth, 1921, Wild
wrote : " The new expedition had been organized, equipped and
got ready for departure all within three months. No other man
than Sir Ernest would have attempted it, and no other man could
have accomplished it successfully."
The King and Queen Alexandra received Shackleton before he
joined the ship at Plymouth. The Quest was soon found to be both
lively in motion and slow, the result of which was that everyone
was severely tried when storm after storm was encountered, and
Shackleton did not leave the bridge for five days. He had not
been well before sailing, though this was kept a secret at the time
and he seemed happy when in his ship. Worsley, however,
thought that his health was not what it had been in the Endurance,
There was continual trouble with the Quesfs engines, which made
it necessary to put into Lisbon for repairs, thereby causing a week's
delay that extended to six weeks before Rio de Janeiro could be
left. A complete overhaul had to be made here and it was then
impossible to call at Capetown where an aeroplane and other
apparatus, stores and equipment, had been sent.
Shackleton had a heart attack on December zyth which showed
his staff that there was something radically wrong with his health;
but on putting to sea next day he seemed to Wild his old cheery
self once more, and he was tested by the most violent storm in the
whole of his seafaring experience. On December 28th, 1921, after
several days of the gale, the ship had to be hove-to and oil poured
on the troubled waters. The following day, when the worst of
the storm had passed, a leak was found in the furnace that might
have stopped the whole expedition. Another gale was eticoun-
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